
Trinity Lutheran church 

Annual Meeting 

Sunday, January 17, 2016 

 

 

Call to order and Opening Remarks—Laurie Wille, President 

 

Secretary’s Report—Marlene Breitbarth 

  

 Motion to approve 

 

Financial Reports—Clayton Duncanson, Treasurer 

  

 Motion to approve 

 

Old Business: 

 

 

New Business:  

   

  Nominations/Elections 

 

 

Adjournment 

 

 

Important Dates: 

February 7  Installation of New Leadership 

February 10  Ash Wednesday Service 5:30 pm Worship 

Feb 17   Lenten Service at Truman  7  pm   

Feb 24   Lenten Service at Madelia  7 pm   

March 2  Lenten Service at Truman   7 pm 

March 9  Lenten Service at Madelia  7 pm 

March 16  Lenten Service at Truman  7 pm 

March 20  Palm Sunday   

March 24  Maundy Thursday Senior Service  9:30 am 

March 25  Good Friday Worship with Communion at Trinity 7 pm 

March 27             Easter Service at 10:30 am 

May 15  Confirmation 

May 22  Senior Recognition 

June 10-12  Synod Assembly at Gustavus Adolphus College, St Peter MN   



PASTORAL ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2015 
 

 

 

Dear Trinity Family,  

 

My heart echoes the words of Paul in his letter to the people of Phillipi.   

 

Phillipians 1:3-6 

3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray 

with joy 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being confi-

dent of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day 

of Christ Jesus. 

 

I am so very grateful for your support, encouragement and extension of grace as we begin min-

istry together.  The highlight of 2015 was when I entered into a ministry partnership with both 

Trinity churches.  I remember leaving the church after I met the call committee for Truman and 

felt the sense of call and God being at work in the midst of the process.   I believe that the part-

nership is a responsible stewardship decision for both congregations BUT I also believe that 

this partnership has the possibility far beyond budgeting but to have an impact in the Kingdom 

of God.  The question I am posing for both congregations in the coming year is how is this part-

nership impacting God’s Kingdom beyond our walls?   

 

Looking ahead to 2016 - 

In the last few months it has been a challenge for me to find a balance in my weekly schedule.  

In trying to provide pastoral care for those in crisis, office work and worship planning, emer-

gency calls, and my own personal illness – visitation for shut-ins has not been where I would 

like it to be and is a goal for the coming year.   I enjoy doing visitations and look forward to 

making this happen on a regular basis.   

Worship is the heart of our life together.  Worship is where we encounter God through Word 

and Sacrament and equips us to live out our faith.  It is during worship we are reminded of who 

we are as beloved Children of God - forgiven people called to be workers together in God’s 

Kingdom.  Sermon series for the year include: Prayer (Lent) and The Greatest Story (in the 

fall).    

Faith formation for all ages is the work of the church.  I am looking forward to working togeth-

er with you on how we can live out our faith.   We grow in faith through study, prayer, worship 

and service.  We currently have 7 students total     (5 Truman and 2 Madelia) who currently 

meet once a month for an extended class times. 



This change has allowed the class to dig deeper, have fun, and a time for fellowship.  One of 

the highlights has been a 103 year old guest that shared her faith story when we studied Com-

munion.  Upcoming themes include: The Lord’s Prayer during Lent (coordinated with our wor-

ship series in Lent), 10 Commandments, and Luther.  This fall, in conjunction with The Great-

est Story series, our confirmation students will begin the year of studying the Bible.     

I am very excited for the two mission trips this summer.  In addition to the Youth trip, Trinity 

will be going on a Family Mission Trip.  This trip is a great opportunity for our youngest mem-

bers and our members with more life experience to serve together and grow in their faith by 

serving others.   

I am so grateful to all who lead, serve, and worship here at Trinity.  A special thank you to 

Brenda, Barb, and Lowell for all they do each and every week to support the ministry at Trini-

ty.  

 

Pastor Krista 



Trinity Lutheran Church 

Annual Meeting--January 18, 2015 

 

President Dave Sorenson called the meeting to order.  The secretary's report was read.  Lowell Noorlun moved 

to accept the report, Norma Stough seconded, and the motion carried.   

Clayton Duncanson presented the treasurer's report and 2015 budget.  Jim Shoen made the motion to accept 

the report and budget.  Cathy Sorenson seconded.  The motion carried. 

There was not any old business. 

The following slate of nominees were presented for election: 

Vice President:  Tom Dodge 

Secretary:  Marlene Breitbarth 

Treasurer:  Clayton Duncanson 

Christian Education:  Julie Brudelie &  Kim Hastad 

Church Properties:      Brad Nickerson 

Stewardship:  Duane Heckman & Vern Quade 

Lay Ministry:              Marilyn Duncanson 

Worship:             Dean Gulbranson and Erin Krumwiede 

Youth:             Teressa Davis and Teresa Zaharia 

Nominating Committee for 2015: 

Dave Sorenson, Britta Hartman, Donna Kotewa, Dennis Rode, and Ross Ringeisen 

2015 Synod Delegates   Not Filled 

LMH Representative    Eloise Miller 

Green Lake     Not Filled 

Clayton Duncanson made the motion to accept the nominees as slated and to cease nominations.  Jerry Teig 

seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 

2015 president Laurie Wille called for a motion for adjournment.  Jerry Teig made the motion and Ross 

Ringeisen made the second.  The motion carried.  

Jan Ringeisen 

2014 secretary 



 



 



 



Trinity President’s Report 

 

 

     Being the church’s president has opened my eyes to the workings of this church.  Amazing things 

are going on behind the scenes.  People are putting hours and hours of their time into projects, pro-

grams, and events.  There are details to plan, materials to gather, things to set up, calls to make, and 

the final presentation to attend.  These things don’t just happen, unless there was someone doing 

God’s work.  If you have ever enjoyed looking at the flowers or decorations, accidently spilled some-

thing, sang a hymn, read the bulletin, been inspired by the choir,  attended the Cookie walk or other 

fundraiser, or sent your children to Sunday School and Vacation Bible School, you can be sure that 

someone planned and prepared for those things to happen.  I have seen people working at the church 

at all hours.  These people have put off their meals or made arrangements for child care to spend time 

at church during the week and some do not even turn in the receipts for the things they purchase.  I 

appreciate all of you who helped get things done this year.  The thing that we all can do for the good 

of Trinity is pray.  Pray for each other, pray for your family, pray for our church, and the town, state 

and country.  If you have a few seconds, you can pray, and if you have hours to spare, think of the dif-

ference your prayers could make!                                                                                                                                                     

1 Timothy 2:1-2   “First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgiv-

ings be made for all people.”  Romans 12:12   “Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant 

in prayer.” 

 

     Trinity has a wonderful opportunity with the addition of Pastor Krista Strum.  Her husband Matt, 

and children Katherine and Lauren have been involved in services by reading and singing.  I feel we 

have had a rejuvenation of sermons, liturgy, and atmosphere.  We are contracting with Madelia Trini-

ty, so while this is different than the partnership we had with Waverly, it is a strong connection.  It has 

been a pleasure getting to know the people of Madelia Trinity, and working with them to make plans 

for the fall, Christmas and Lent.  Our two councils meet together every month and communication is 

key to the success of our congregations.  Thank you to the call committee for working to bring Pastor 

Krista to Trinity.  Our church also has two wonderful employees, Brenda Hanson, Office Administra-

tor and Lowell Noorlun, custodian.  Thank you for your dedication.                                                                                                      

Matthew 18:20 “For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.” 

 

     There are some challenges ahead for Trinity:  

     *We currently have a 50%-50% contract with Madelia Trinity.  We have extended our budget 

above the pledged amount, so we will need to continue receiving enough in offerings to pay all  



of our bills.  One way to reach this goal is for everyone to give what they can and specifically, to hon-

or their pledge.  We also hope to have our membership grow in the coming year.  This is a leap of 

faith to trust God to fulfill our church’s needs, but God expects us to live out our faith and ask Him 

for help.                                                                                                                              John 14:13-14 

“Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask me 

anything in my name, I will do it.”  

     *We must continue to give help to those who plan Sunday School and Youth group activities.  A 

strong church needs families and God-centered activities for these young people to do.  Parents cer-

tainly, should volunteer or agree to help when asked, but helpers can be of any age.  The Education 

and Youth board members have a heavy load, so our support and hands are needed.  The sounds of 

children in church should be welcome, even if they cry or make a noise during worship.                                                                                                                             

Luke 18:16  “But Jesus called them to him, saying, ‘Let the children come to me, and do not hinder 

them; for to such belongs the kingdom of God.’ ”   

     *I challenge those who are critical of decisions, ideas, and changes when the Pastor, council or a 

board has acted, to step up and get involved.  Being a leader isn’t as easy as it looks, and there are 

many considerations that you may not be aware of.  If you have a comment, please go to the appro-

priate person or board with your concerns.  It is easy to complain, but comments made in public that 

are positive will bring more members to our congregation and a relationship with Christ.  I have faith 

in the new officers and council for 2016.  A team effort is the best way to get things done.  Are you a 

team player?   

Hebrews 10:24-25 “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglect-

ing to meet together, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”   

 

     *The furnace fund continues to grow slowly.  Our furnaces are working, but there will need to be 

a replacement in the future.  Prayerfully consider if you can contribute to this fund. 

 

     Finally, I encourage you to go deeper into your relationship with God.  Read your bible, pray, 
attend church, and bring your children/grandchildren to the house of the Lord.  God bless Trinity and 
God bless you all.                                                                                                                 John 3:16   “For God 
so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life.” 
 
Laurie Wille                                                                                                                                                                   
2015 Trinity President 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+10%3A24-25&version=ESV


 



 



 



Trinity WELCA Report 

 

WELCA is an organization of women doing God’s work.  It is a vital part of our church, and Trinity is blessed to 

have so many women give of  themselves so generously.  Every woman in the church belongs to one of the 

four working divisions.  The division chairpersons for the past year were: 

 A –Yvonne & Lowell Noorlun and Lori Anderson 

  B – Pam & Dennis Rode and Deb and   

 Ove Oren  C – Tammy & Scott Wokasch and Kaela and Ron Kelley  

  D – Cathy & Dave  Sorenson and Tonia & Dave Kahler 

It wasn’t a very busy year for division work.  Three divisions had one work session each and the fourth divi-

sion did not have any assignments, so it was decided to leave the chairperson assignments the same for next 

year with the exception of one member.  Thank you to everyone who helped throughout the year.   

 

A big thank you to our dedicated quilters who made approximately 110 quilts .  Thank you also for the dona-

tions of fabric, batting and backing materials used to make the quilts.   Two quilts were also made for our 

graduating  seniors, Ciera Drevlow and Emily Zaharia.  The quilters met the last Monday and Tuesday of Janu-

ary and February to make the quilts and enjoy fellowship, good coffee breaks and noon lunch.   The quilts 

were donated to Bridging, Inc. in the Twin Cities who distributed  them  to kids and adults in need of a warm 

and comforting  quilt.  Thanks to Darrell and Janice Buhmann for delivering the quilts.   

 

Other activities during the last year included the Salad Luncheon in June, the Thankoffering  Service  in No-

vember and our 20th Cookie Walk in December. 

 

Eight times last year a group of ladies went to either Truman or Madelia nursing homes and assisted with Bin-

go.  We also did mending at Truman Senior Living and helped sponsor a birthday party in September for the 

residents of Luther Memorial Home in Madelia.   

 

Our ongoing activities include Prayer Project Lifesaver (praying for and supporting our youth),  

Equal Exchange Coffee project, the summer coffee hours, the mitten tree (a HUGE thank you goes to JoAnn 

Knutson for making so many knitted hats and mittens each year), and the recycled greeting card project.  

Money from the card project for 2015 was given to the mini golf course project  by the swimming pool for 

continued expansion.   

 

In addition to WELCA involvement, we still have two Circles.  Members of the Martha Circle meet in homes  

and  a joint-circle Bible study with the Lois Circle is held the first Thursday  of  



each month at the Truman Café .  The primary purpose of Circle is Bible study but we all enjoy the fellowship 

as well.  Service projects of the Circles include giving each baptized child at Trinity a baby quilt or book, do-

nating baby quilts and money to Options Pregnancy Center and donating to the Toys for Tots program.     

 

Profits from fundraisers this year enabled WELCA to donate $1,000.00 to 14 different area charities.  We are 

very proud that we are able to contribute to so many worthy organizations.  Check the WELCA treasurer’s 

report on the next page to see how the monies were raised and distributed this year. 

 

Thank you to our officers who served this year and who have agreed to serve again next year. 

 Co-Presidents – Barb Shoen and Barb Mager 

 Secretary – Connie Selnes 

 Treasurer – Marlene Breitbarth 

 

Trinity is blessed with a wonderful church family.  We have SO MANY people who graciously and generously 

share their time, talents, and money.  We look forward to 2016 in doing what we can to be God’s stewards. 

 

Barb Mager 

WELCA Co-President 

  



 



 
 
 

BOARD OF LAY MINISTRY AND EVANGELISM     2015 
 
 
 
The purpose of the Lay Ministry and Evangelism Committee is to tend to the spiritual welfare of the 
congregation. 
 
The following services were provided during the year: 
 
    ----  Maundy Thursday Service 
 
    ----  Confirmation  --  Gifts for the confirmands 
 
    ----  Graduation  --  Reception, gifts, and cards 
 
    ----  Baptisms 
 
    ----  Helped with 50yr celebration of the church building 
 
    ----  Welcomed new members 
 
    ----  Remembered members with greeting cards 
 
    ----  Helped with welcome for Pastor Krista and family 
 
 
Thank you to all who helped the board during 2015. 
 
 
                                  Lay Ministry Board 
 
                                  Brenda Hansen 
                                  Yvonne Noorlun 
                                  Tammy Wokash 
                                  Marilyn Duncanson 
 



 



Trinity Youth Group Annual Report 

 

 

2015 was mostly a service year for the Youth.   

 

One of the main service projects were the Lenten Suppers.  On the menu for the 5 weeks of 

meals, were baked potatoes with toppings, lasagna and garlic bread, cheesy chicken sandwich-

es, a taco bar, and finishing off the suppers was a summer picnic.  These were well attended 

and the youth (and leaders) really appreciate all the support.  The youth served the Easter 

breakfast again this year - with a variety of egg-bakes being served.  

 

In July, the kids helped with the Truman Days waffle breakfast.   

 

In August, we attempted to have a pool party, but after 2 “too cold” tries, we ended up eating 

pizza and watching the movie “Heaven Is For Real” at the church. 

 

In October we helped served the meal for our Church building’s 50th Anniversary.  We also 

went to Pastor Krista’s house and had supper, and made s’mores around a campfire.   

 

In November we held the Annual Election Night Supper, serving Chili, Chicken Noodle Soup, 

and Egg Salad and Peanut Butter sandwiches.   

 

We finished off the year with cookie decorating and the movie “90 Minutes in Heaven” in De-

cember.   

 

We are looking forward to the opportunity for our youth members to attend a mission trip in St. 

Paul on July 24-29, 2016.  We will also be doing more fellowship activities throughout the 

year 

 

Presented by the Youth Board 

Teresa Zaharia 

Terresa Davis 

Raquel Harder 

LeAnn Maloney 



 



Board of Worship Report 2015 

 

The Worship Committee had a busy year.  The first task was to schedule ushers, lay readers, communion serv-

ers and object lesson presenters for the year from March 2014 through February 2015. 

 

As a committee we helped Vicar Kent  Krumwiede choose hymns for services and suggested 

ideas for worship services and events.  We have also worked with Pastor Krista  

since September to help her learn more about our worship traditions, likes and dislikes, and ideas that we have 

for coordinating services with Trinity Lutheran Church in Madelia. 

 

In October we planned our ninth annual Polka Service which was attended by the most people since we started 

having the service.  A pot-luck supper meal was served after the service.   The  following  day our church ob-

served the 50th Anniversary of our Church Building.  It was a wonderful day of fellowship and remembrance.  

We were honored to have the following former pastors join us for services – Pastor Robert  Onkka, Pastor Lyle 

Rich and his wife Joan and two of their children – Nathan and Nancy, Pastor Rebecca Sullivan.  A luncheon 

was served after the service. 

 

We would like to thank the many volunteers who help usher, read scripture lessons, serve communion, present 

children’s lessons, decorate the church sanctuary and fellowship areas,  sing in the choir and those who do so 

many little and big things that often times go unnoticed but are so necessary .  We appreciate all of you!   

 

Thank you to Kim Breamer for directing the choir and to Beth Kotewa for helping with Sunday School music.  

We enjoy the times they sing during our church services. 

 

A special thank you to Pastor Krista, Matt, Kathryn and Lauren for “shepherding” 

our church family.  We enjoy your enthusiasm, musical talents, new ideas and the inspiration that you give us 

each week.  We are blessed to have you! 

 

Our committee is always interested in your input.  If you have ideas or concerns, please contact us.  We look 

forward to a new year of putting our faith in action.  Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve 

one another with whatever gift each of you has received.  

(1 Peter 4:10) 

. 

Worship Committee Members – Barb Mager, Pam Rode and Dean Gulbranson 



 

 

CHURCH PROPERTY REPORT-2015 

 

 

Our Heat Fund is growing! 

Thank you to a generous family and members who donated to it. 

For energy efficiency we are installing mew L.E.D. bulbs.  Thank you to the hard working 

members who helped keep our church lawn and building looking nice throughout the year. 

 

2015 Property Committee 

Brad Nickerson 

Tom Kneeland 

Duke Drevlow 





2016   OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES 

  

PRESIDENT:    Tom Dodge (one year term) 2016 

 

VICE PRESIDENT:   Dennis Rode  (president 2017) 
 

SECRETARY:   Marlene Breitbarth  (her 2nd year term) 
 

TREASURER:  Clayton Duncanson  (his 3rd year term) 

  

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION    Outgoing Council and Board Members 

  

Nikki Smith (2016) +      Laurie Wille (president)  

Julie Budelie (2016-17)                                                   

Kim Hastad (2016-17)       
 

Natalie Splinter (2016-18)     Arlene Wegner (S)  

         Linda Meyer (S) 

CHURCH PROPERTIES     Tammy Wokasch (LM)  

Tom Kneeland (2016)      Pam Rode (W) 

Duke Drevlow (2016)      Barb Mager (W)    

Brad Nickerson (2016-17) ++     LeAnn Maloney (Y)  
 

Ron Kelley (2016-18)     Raquel Harder (Y)  

           

STEWARDSHIP         

Duane Heckman (2016) +       WORSHIP 

Vern Quade (2016-2017)      Dean Gulbranson (2016)  

Dave Sorenson (2016-18)      Erin Krumwiede (2016) 

        Cathy Sorenson (2016-18)  +++ 
 

LAY MINISTRY            

  

Yvonne Noorlun (2016) +     YOUTH 

Brenda Hansen (2016)     Teressa Davis (2016) + 

Marilyn Duncanson (2016-17 )    Teresa Zaharia (2016-17)  

Rosalie Heckman (2016-18)     Britta Hartman (2016-18) 
    

         

+One year term remaining as council representative 

++Two year term remaining as council representative 

++Three years remaining as council representative 

 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE for 2016   (six)-(one year term) (2 must be outgoing council members) 
 

*Laurie Wille, Chairperson,  

Doyle Peterson, LeAnn Maloney, Linda Meyer, Raquel Harder, Tammy Wokasch 

 

 

 

2016 Synod Delegates           LMH Representative 
 

 

Man___________________  Women____________________    Pam Rode  



2016 LEADERSHIP 
 

Lutheran Church Women       Division Co-Chairpersons 
 

Co-Presidents:  Barb Mager & Barb Shoen Division A Yvonne & Lowell Noorlun 

Secretary:  Connie Selnes     Lori Anderson 

Treasurer:  Marlene Breitbarth   Division B Deb & Ove Oren 

Mission Action:   Barb Shoen     Linda & Gary Meyer   

       Division C Tammy & Scott Wokasch 

         Kaela & Ron Kelley 

Circle Chairpersons:      Division D Cathy & Dave Sorenson  

Lois Circle Chairperson-Joan Williamson     Tonia & Dave Kahler 

   

Martha Circle Chairperson-Connie Selnes 

 

Thurs. AM Chairperson-JoAnn Knutson 

   

Luther Memorial Home (Madelia) Auxiliary Representatives  Prayer Chain 
Barb Shoen and Connie Selnes      Connie Selnes (507-776-2473 

                            Cell-507-236-3021 

Truman Senior Living Contact Person      
Cathy Sorenson         

 

Financial Secretary      Website-Coordinator/Facebook  
Barb Shoen       Brenda Hansen   

 

Altar Committee 
*LuElla Kautz, Norma Stough, Marlene Breitbarth, Arlene Peterson, Geri Peterson and Marlene Ratike 

 

Wedding Committee Members 
Barb Mager, Yvonne Noorlun, Sadie Mosloski, Pam Rode and Heidi Selnes 

 

Funeral Helpers 

*Cathy Sorenson, Marilyn Anderson, Marlene Ratike, Geri Peterson, Pam Rode, Eloise Miller,  

Janice Buhmann, LuElla Kautz, Yvonne Noorlun , Arlene Peterson, Barb Shoen, Marlene Breitbarth,  

Dot Graham, Connie Selnes,  and Bev Gulbranson 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 


